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OFFICE BEARERS AND OFFICIALS

Minister
Rev. J. B. McILROY, M.A., D.D..

9 Ballyholme Road, Bangor.

Phone : Bangor 443. Church Phone 1 58155,

Assistant Ministers

Rev. R. W. CLARKE, M.A., 71 Hillshorough Drive.
Rev. R. N. CASWELL, B.A., Assembly’s College, Belfast,

-~

Missionary
Mr. J. C. CUNNINGHAM. 9 Strenmillis Street, Bolfost,

Clerk of Session
Mr. FRANK SNOWDEN, 11 Sandhill Gardens. Knock.
Telephone @ 55721,

Honorary Secrefary
Mr. R. A. CRAWFORD, 93 Ardenlee Avenue.
Telephone = 5R050.

Honorary Treasurer
Mr. JOHN McCARINEY, C.A.. 34 ].llu[)'idlll.i ("rescent.

Honorary Auditors
Mr. P. FIRTH and Mr. 8. C. THOMEPSON.

Director of Music

Mr. JJ. WOODS, 139 Ardenlee Avenue.
Telephone : 57798

Organist
Miss J. MAREKS, L.R.ADM., 9 Dunluce Avenue.

Church Officer
Mr. J. COOPER, 48 (lara Street.
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Rev. J.

R. L. ARDILL.

A. G. BEATTY.

R. BELL.

W. BELL.

W. 0. BELL.

S. BLAIR.

H. BOY(CE.

A. BROWN, J.P.

R. A. CRAWFORD.
J. (. CUNNINGHAM.

A. M. EWING.

J. AL ADAMS.

5. BELL.

Mrs. W. BELL.
Mrs. N. BLAIR,
D. BOY(CE.

J. A, CLARKE.
W. CLARKE.

A, H. DEMPSTER.

+. . DUNLOP.
P. FIRTH.
F. FREEMAN.

Br-officio :
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SESSION

B. McILROY, M.A., D.D., Moderator.

L. GAULT.

H. D. HEAZLEY, M.D.

J. M. JORDAN,
A, H. LEITCH,.
J. McCARTNEY.
D. McCAUGHAN.
D. McROBERTS.
J. A, MEEKE.
W. A, PATRICK.
A PATTERSON.

Rev. J. M. PATTERSON. B.A.
F. SNOWDEN. Session Clerk:.

COMMITTEE

W. J. HARCOURT.

A JACKSON.

W. B. JAMESON.

S. J. KERR.
A, A LEITCH.

B. McCARTNRY.
JAMES. McKIRGAN,
JOHN McKIRGAN,

J. MILLAR,
S, NESBITT.
T. ORR.

J. SHARDPR.

D. SHAW.

G. T, SLOSS,
S, SMITH.

T. STEWART.

S, U THOMPSON.,

J. THOMSON,
J. H. TOWELL.
D. H. WILSON.
G. WILSON,

J. PURDY.
Mrs. J. RAINEY.
J. RAINEY.

C. M. ROBINSON.

W. SHEPHERD.

T. STEWART, Jun.

J. THOMPSON.
W. THOMPSON.
J. WELSH.

J. WOODS, Jun.

THE MEMBERS OF THE SESSION,
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Girls” Bible Class
Sunday, 10-13 a.m.
Miss (. CAMPBELL, 5 Malone Road.

Boys’ Brigade Bible Class

Sunday, 10-15 a.m.

Church Junior Sahbath School
Junior :
Mr. B. McCARTNEY, 90 Greenore Street.
Beginners and Primary :

Church Senior Sabhath School
3-30 p-m.
Mr. W. 0. BELL, 15 Gibson Park Gardens.

Treasurer).

Young Men’s Bible Class
Sundav, 3-30 p.m.
Captain S C. THOMPSON.

Par

milisporougsh PFarade.

Cradle Roll
Miss N. BOYCE, 70 Hillshorongh Drive.

Canton Streei Mission Sahbath School
2-30 and 3-30 p.m.
Mr. A. PATTERSON, 214 Ravenhill Road.

Christian Endeavour
Senior :
Miss (. SNOWDEN, 10 Harl Haig Park.
Junior :

? Miss M. McMURTRY, 2 Thornhill Drive.

Wolf Cubs
Mr. A. C. HILL, 31 Woodeot Avenue.

Boys’ Brigade (19th Company)
Monday, 7-45 p.m.
Mr. H. R. 8. HILL, 72 Orangefield Crescent,
(Captain.)
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ORGANISATIONS

With Names and Addresses of Representatives

Rev. R. W. CLARKE, M.A., 71 Hillshorough Drive.

Mr. J. McKIRGAN, Junior, 10 Ravenhill Parade.

Mr. D. H. WILSON, 13 Haddington (Gardens.

Girls’ Auxiliary
Monday, 8 p.m.
President :
Miss M. MILLER.
Hon. Secretury :
Miss L. WATSON, 70 Glentorsn Street.
Life Boys
Tuesday, T p..
Miss Io. SNOWDEN, 11 Sandhill Gardens.

Brownies
Miss JESSIE McLEOD, 14 Belimont Avenue.
Youih Assoziation
Rev. ROW. CLARKE. M. AL, 71 Hillshorough Drive.

Women’s Missionary Associafion

fuesday, 8 p.m.
Mrs. M. NESBIL'T, 21 Cregagh Road,

Boys Scouis Rover Scoufs
Mr. W. D. WEIR, 40 Woodcot Avenue.

Church Choir
Mr. R. WATTERS, 7 Wiynford Street,

Badminton Club

Mr. N. MacGREGOR, 16 Kirkliston Drive.
Girl Guides
Mrs. N. STRAIN. 20 Rutland Street.

Boys™ Auxiliary
Friday, 8 pom.
President :
Mr. L. H. ANDERSON.
Secrelary :
Mr. D. SHAW, Jun., 71 Portallo Street.

International Bible Reading Association
Mr. AL AL LETTCH. Junior, * Orled,” Sicily Park.

Orphan Society (Collections)
Miss RUBY TERNAGHAN, 70 Hatton Drive.
Miss M. MILLAR, 122 Castlereagh Road.

Old Age Pension Fund
and Orphan Society Annuitants
Rev. J. B. McILROY, M.A., D.D. o
Mr. JOHN (UNNINGHAM, 9 Stranmills Street.
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CANTON STREET MISSION HALL >

§

i Memorial School, Euston Street. by Mr. Samuel by Mrs. M. M. Boyle, J.P., and dedicated by the E

'} Waddell, City Missionary., was transferred to Rev. J. B. Mcllroy, M.A., D.D., in memory of ¢
| Canton Street, thus widening the scope of the the members of the Mission who had made the <
<| Mission’s influence and adding greatly to the supreme sacrifice, and in honour of those mem- 9
‘ amount of work to be done. In 1920, Mr. Waddell bers wha had served their country in the Second b
emigrated to New Zealand to enter the ministry World War. The special speaker was the Rev. E
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CANTON STREET MISSION HALL

Frow. its inception in a house, No. 29 Canton
Street, on 20th February, 1899, until 1912, when
four derelict houses were purchased in Hamburg
Siveet and converted into the hall shown in our
picture, and on to 1919, the work of the mission
was carried on by & faithful band of voluntary
workers from  McQuiston congregation, and
under the blessing of God it prospered in their
hands. In 1919 the work carried on in Brown

Durine the late Autumn of 1945, Mr. and Mr=.

(tunningham were the recipients of handsome

g 1 .
presents, to mark the occasion of Mr. Cunning-
ham’s 25th Anniversary as Missionary of the
District.

The Golden Jubilee of the Mission was marked
by special services on Sunday, 20th February,
1949. At the afternoon service, a tablet and
four windows of tasteful design were unveiled

there, and Mr. J. C. Cunningham was appointed
to the oversight of Canton Street in October of
that year. At this period in the Mission’s history
a long term scheme of improvement was n-
augurated, continuing until 1931, 1 his included
the installation of electric lighting and heating,
new flooring, re-decorating, and the reconstruc-
tion of small classrooms, at a cost of almost
£1000, largely contributed by the members of the
Mission. In 1940 a Memorial Room and Win-
dows, and a new platform and memorial window,
were opened and unveiled by Mrs. M. M. Boyle,
J.P., and Mrs. MeConnell, and dedicated by the
Rev. James Moody, Dundalk, to the memory of
the Rev. 1. D. Boyle, M.A, D.D., and Mr. Alex-
ander MeConnell, who had been the esteemed
Tonorary Treasurer of the Mission.

W. P. Hall, M.A., one of the number of youths
who, as members of the evangelical band of
MeQuiston congregation, had started the move-
ment which became known as Canton Street
Mission. Others of that band in attendance
were Messrs. A. M. HEwing, A. Patterson and
J. Waid.

The Mission continues to hold a great place in
the hearts of the people of the distriet, and still
cerves as a. most useful link with the Church.
The prayers of all the friends of Canton Street
Hall are still earnestly requested and greatly
valued by the Missionary and the Workers, that
God’s blessing may be upon their labours and
that many more may be led to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as Lord and Master.
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THE BOYS’' BRIGADE

19th BELFAST COMPANY

AMBULANCE SQUAD
Winners of Belfast Battalion Shield, 1947-1948 and 1948-1949

Winners of District Surgeons’ Cup, St John Ambulance Association
All Treland Competitions, 1948

The Company will (D.17.) celebrate its Golden Jubilee by a Special Enrolment
Servige in MeQuiston Church on Sunday, 9th Geiober, 1949 ; and the Fiftieth
Annual Inspection in Wellington Hall, City Y.M.C.A., on Thursday, 30th
March, [950.

B WEDDING CAKES A SPECIALITY

B CAKES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS

B ONLY PUREST INGREDIENTS USED
TELEPHONE 57755

131-133 CASTLEREAGH RD., BELFAST.
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1939 In Memoriam

1945

* Greater love hath no man than this.”

M. W. BELL

J. CROOKS

W. R. FINDLAY
F. W. GALBRAITH
H. GIBSON

W. B. GRAHAM
W. J. GREER

J. HARRISON

W. J. HEAP

N. JOHNSTON

F. J. KEOWN

J. MeAVOY

F. MeALPINE .,
A. McCLELLAND
S, MeCTULLOUGH
N. NEILLY

J. A, PORTER

. L. SLOAN

H. SLOAN

H. N. VAUX

Lieutenant
Sgt. /A [(1LR.0.
A.B.

Sat. Pilot
Sergeant

A.B.

Gunner
Private
W.0.A.GL
Sergeant

Sgt. Air Gunner
Stoker
Private
Guardsman
AB.

PO

4th Engineer
Guard<man
0.8.

LjA.C.

R.LF.
R.A.T.
R.X.
R.AF.
R.AF.
RN,

R.A,

Q.0 Hussar
RAFV.R.
2nd L.I.
R.AL.
R.N.
R.U.R.

LG,

R.XN.

R.X.

M.

1.G.

M.N.,
R.AT

\
4
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p
4
b
b
4
>
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b
S
4
p
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P
b
P
P
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P
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P
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b T. J. ALLAN Alr Fitter FLALAL E. GREEXE L/A.C.W. W.AATF 4
4 W. ANDERSOX, Jun.  Private R.AO.C. H. GREEXNE Air Bo. Div. R.U.R. 4
] J. ANDERSOX ALB. R.N. 8. GREER Rifleman R.U.R. >
4 V. R. ARBUCKLE Sr. 2nd Officer M.N. R. GROUND .. Sergeant R.U.R. <
b J. M. ARMSTRONG .. A.B. Gunner R.N. J. A, HAMPTON Sergeant R.U.R. e
: R. J. BAILIE T /Set. R.AF. D. HAWTHORNE Cpl. R.U.R. g
4| E. H. BAILIE L/Cpl M.P., M.E.F. A. . HEAZLEY L/ACW W.AAF. >
j{ M. BAILIE .. Sergeant W.AAF. J. HERRON .. Stoker R.N. 4
4 E. BAILIE L.ALCW. W.AAF. W. T. HAMILTON Sergeant R.AF. :
1 S, E. BAIRD R.W.O. R.N. T. (. HAMILTON Private LF. i ¢
1 I. BALMER T.A.C. W.ALAT. E. HAMILTON Shipwright M.N. :
p W. BALMER F /Sat. R.AF. L. HAMILTON .. Guardsman 1.G. :
: A. BARRON .. Capt. M.N. R. H. . HAMILTON .. Chief Baker M.N. :
] W. BEATTIE .. difleman R.U.R. J. W. HAMILTON L /Seaman R.N. ;
] T. BEATTIE Rifleman R.B. J. HILL Gunner R.A. [
4 1. BELL Sergeant R.AF. M. HOOD P/O. W.R.N.S. r
5 M. BELL gz Fiv Off. W.AAF. E. HOUSTON Gun Layer R.X. 2
4 J. BICKERSTAFF (Gunner R.A. J. HOUSTON A.B. R.N. :
b E. BINGHAM Flt. /Off. R.AF. K. HOUSTON Rifleman R.U.R. s
4 5. BINGHAM .. L.JA.C.W. W.AAF. 8. HOUSTON .. Rifleman R.U.R. 4
1 T. A. BLAIR Fus. R.I.F. T. HUMPHREY .B. R.N. b
b | H. W. BLAIR .. L/AC R.A.F J. HUNTER Sergeant 7th S.H. | ¢
4 W. BOTHWELL (Guardsman 1.Gh. W. IRVINE Rifleman R.U.R. s
b W. BOWDEX .. Driver R.AS.C . B. IRWIN L/A.C. R.ALF, 4
< 8. BOYD ; L.JA.C. R.AF 3. JOHNSTON Cpl. R.A.F. 4
1 W. J. BROWN C'pl. R.C.8. R. JOHNSTON L/ACW. W.ALALL. 4
4 W. BROWN 4th Hngineer M.N. D. JOHNSTON Rifleman R.ULR, >
1 H. BROWN L;AC. R.AT R. JOINER .. ond Engineer  M.N. 4
b R. J. CARLISLE Glunner Ry D. KAVANAGH Driver R.ASCL ‘i"
4 ¢, CARDWELL L/A.C. R.AF W. KEATING .. Sgt. Ins. R.A.F. ] §
p J. CAUGHEY .. A.B. R.N. 1. KEATING .. L/A.C.W. W.AAF. 4
4 S. CAUGHEY .. L/A.C. R.ALF. H. KELSO Cpl. R.AF. y
p M. (LARKE Cpl. W.AALT D. KELLY Private R.OH. ¢
< W. D. COEY L/A.C. R.AF. A. KEENAN Stoker M.N. b
:5 5. COEY 5 Cpl. R.AF R. R, KEENAN 2nd Electrician  M.N. :
4 J. W. COLHOUXN Private R.AS.C W. KEENAN Rifleman R.U.R. :
b R. T. CONN Cpl. R.AF S. KERR A.B. RR.N. 4
p (. CORBETT LA C R.AF A, KIRK Private R.U.R. 4
4 R. COSGROVE C'pl. R.AF T. LAMONT LJAC. R.AF. b
b R. A. CRAWFORD (‘apt. R.W.ATLF H. LAW . L;A.CW. W.AALE, 4
4 W. CROSSLEY Rifleman R.B. R. H. LINTON Al R.A.T. ;
b 4. (ULL - Rifleman R.UR N. LONG Private R.A. I 4
J. R. CUMMING .. PO R.N. M. LYNCH Private R.LF. r

T. M. CUNNINGHAM Private R.L.F. W. LYONS, Jun. Chief Steward M.N. :

J. DAVIDSON Cpl. R.AF W. McATAMENY R.M. R.M. 4

R. DAVIES : 2t R.AF J. McAVOY Gunner R.A. 4

! J. DEMPSTER, Jun. L/AC. R.A.F E. McAVOY A.B. R.N. 14

[ R. DEXNEY Gunner 1st C.L J. McALPINE Private R.U.R. (B
W. DEXNEY Sergeant R.AF W. McCARTER vifleman R.U.R. it

W. DEXXNEY L /Cpl R.A. P. McCARTXNEY ('pl. W.AAFR. >

M. DEXXEY L A.CW. W.AAF W. McCAUSLAND Rifleman R.[.R. ::

D. DEXNEY .. Cpl. R.AF. R. MeC'AUSLAND Rifleman R.U.R. 14

8. DICKEXNSOXN (pl. W.AATF T. McCAUSLAND Private Q.0. 14

7. DORMAN Private AT.S S, McCAUSLAND Private A.T.S. i”

L. H. DORMAXN Sergeant R.AF R. McCHESNEY PO R.N. 4

W. DORAN .. L/A.C. R.AF R. McCLIELLAND L/Bdr. R.A. e

. W. DONALD 1st (lass Stoker M.N. R. McCOO P Fus. R.ILF. E

R. T. DONALD .« Private ACC. W. J. McCONNELL LJA.CL R.A.F. >

V. G. DUNWOODY CplL. R.ALF. . McCONNELL LA R.ALF. <

A. EVANS Cpl. ('pl. A. McCONNELL P, (A) R.N. ;:

J. EVANS L/A.CL R.ATF. J. MceCORMACK Stoker R.N. i

W. EVANS % Private R.A.0.C. 8- Me(READY (tuardsman LG 1:

1. FOREMANX .. .. Enginecr M.N. W. McCULLOUGH Cpl. R.ALT. |4

H. FOREMAN, DSM. P.O. R.X. S. MeCULLY .. Engineer MLXL e

R. FOREMAN E.R.M. RN J. V. MecDOWELL (‘apt. R.E. 4

D. GRAY Private R.AB.C. M. MeDOWELL PO W.R.N.5. 1

R. GRAY (Gunner R.A. D. McFARLAND AB. R.N. 4

J. GRAY (GGunner R.A. (. McILVEEN (uardsman I.GG. t

>
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1939

H. MeIVER

A. McKEOWN

E. MeKILLEN

+ E. MeKNIGHT
W. D. MeKNIGHT
J. MeMILLAN

. P. MeMONAGLE
I. MeSPADDEN

D. M. MeSPADDEN

2]

=

D. J. MeWILLIAMS ..

W. MAGILL
f. MAGILL
J. MARSHALL
1. MARTIN

W. J. MAXWELL, M.M.

J. MENELLY ..
H. MILLIKEN. .
H. H. MILLS ..
R. MILLS

R. MISKELLY
A. L. MISKELLY
A. B. MONTGOMERY
W. T."MOORE. .
. MOORE

J. MOORE

A. MORROW ..
. MULLIGAN. .
W. MURRAY ..
8. NESBITT

S. M. NESBITT
M. A, NICHOL
C. H. ORR

W. ORR

R. PATRICK

(@]

W. A PATRICK, Jun...

C. PATTERSON
H. . PATTON
W. C. PORTER
F. POTTER

C. F. T. POWELL
A. PRESHO

. RAINEY

. RAMSEY

. REA

. REA

. L. REA

. REAY

. RICHARDSOX
. RINGLAND. .
. J. RINGLAND
. A. RINGLAND

r_(;,:..;r,k'—e"—(;\:rz_;:l:“—r

Gunner
Major
LJACW.
Cpl.
F/Sergt.,
Gunner
Private
P, 0.
T.P.S.
AB.
A.B.
Cpl.
Signalman
Cpl.
Sergeant
Fireman
L/A.C.
AJC.
Signalman
Fus.
L/A.CL
C.M.M.
Lt. Eng,
A.B.
Cpl.
Private
Driver
Sergeant
L/A.C.
Cpl.
Private
Marine
Private
Lt. (E)
LjA.C.
5.8./L.
LjA.C.
L/Stoker
L/AC.
Sergeant
L/A.C.W.
L/A.C.
W.0.
L/Bdr.
AJC.
Sergeant
L/A.CLW.
L/Cpl.
Engineer
Cpl.
Steward

Roll

R.AAL
R.A.
W.AAT.
R.AF.
R.AF.
R.A.
AT.S.
W.R.N.5.
W.R.N.S.
R.N.
R.N.
R.AF.
R.CUS.
R.ALE.
N.LLH.
M.N.
R.A.F.
R.AF.
R.AF.
R.LT.
R.AF.
R.N.
R.N.
R.N.
R.CS.
R.U.R.
R.AS.C.
R.E.
R.AF.
E.L.
R.ILF.
R.N.
R.AS.C.
R.N.V.R.
R.ALF.
APT.C.
R.AF.
R.N.
R.AF.
R.AF.
W.AAL
R.ALF.
R.AF.
R.A.
B.A.O.R.
R.AS.C
W.AAF.

CUS.S.ALAL

M.N.
AT.S.
M.N.

%_

of Honour

W. J. RITCHIE

K. RITCHIE

W. A. ROBINSON

W. ROBINSON

G. W. ROWXEY

J. RUSSELL

. RUTHERFORD

P. B. SILCOCK

AL SIMPSON

N. SKATES

N. SMYRI

M. SNELLING (nee
CUMMING)

J. W, SNELLING

J. SNOWDEN ..

J. STEENSON

G. V. STEPHENS

J. D. STEWART

W. J. STEWART

T. STEWART

E. STEWART

C. STEWART ..

J. STURGEON

R. SWHETLOVE

W. TAGGERT

J. THOMPSON

8. A. THOMPSON

T. TODD

G. TODD, Sen.

N. TODD

W. TODD

G. TODD

W. R. TRELIVIXNG

G. 5. TRUSDALE

J. Me. TWEEDIE

W. TWEEDY ..

F. C. VANDUESBURG

=~

W. Me. VANDUESBURG

E. V. WALKER
(. WALLACE ..
D. WALLACE ..
J. WATT

W. WATT

B. WHITESIDE
F. WILSON

I. WRIGHT

F. WYLIE

W. YEATES

J. YEATES

W. YOUNG

R. 8. YOUNG ..

bbb MDA AADDDLLAD DD DAD D LSS

AB.
L/A.CwW.
(unner
Lieut.
P/Of.
Sergeant
L/Cpl
LA,
Guardsman
Rifleman
Sergeant;

(V.ADY)
Sergeant
A2
Sergeant
Ngt, M.1
L/A.C.
Rifleman
Signalman
A.B.
Private
Nergeant
Rifleman
K,
Sapper
Cpl.

(LS.

A.B.

A.B.
L/A.C.
Sergeant
4th Engineer
P 0.
L./A.C.
AlC.

Cpl.

PJ0O. Steward
Private
Guardsman
A.B.

AB.
L/A.C,
PO,
Sergeant
A.B.

Cpl.

P/O.
L/A.C,
Fus.
Private

1945

R.N.V.R.
W.AAF.
R.A.

3rd H’s,
R.N.

LG
R.I.F.
R.AF.
I.(+.
R.T.R.
R.A.

R.AM.C.
R.AM.C.
R.AF.V.R.
R.A.F.
R.AT.
R.ALF.
R.U.R.
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An Outline of the History

Presbyterianism in Ireland

The first definite shaping of Presbyterianism in
Ireland was seen early in the 17th century, when
among the settlers in Ulster under the terms of the
Plantation. came large numbers of Scottish
Presbyterians. Ministers of the Anglican Church
had hitherto been unrestricted in their activities
and following the *invasion ™ there were a few
isolated attempts at opposition. But eventually,
following the lead of Archbishop Usher, who
welcomed the Scottish Ministers, a reconciliation
was effected and for a time Treshyterians and
Anglicans worked amicably together.

The plantation of the Ulster counties had hy
no means met with the approval of the native
population, among whom the most discontented
were undoubtedly the Roman Catholies. This was
due to some extent to the conduct of a section of
the early  Planters,” who might perhaps be
described as having been more ° soldiers of for-
tune ” than earnest settlers. With the mflux of
the Scottish Presbyterian element, much of the
evil repute of the early Planters was lived down
and the basis of a hetter understanding speedily
laid.

But the spirit of progress was not to flourish
unchecked, for the growing success of Presby-
terianism had alarmed the Bishops and eventually
“ forsaking the spirit of Usher,” they tried to sup-
press Irish Presbyterianism. By 1636 the silencing
process was deemed complete. But in spite of the
machinations of Wentworth, the heroic ministers
were not dismaved and removing the scene of their
labours from Ireland to Scotland, they continued
their good work and took a leading part there In
the great movement of 1638,

In Treland, the prevailing antagonmism of the
native Irish population to English rule found
violent expression in the rebellion of 1641,
and among the troops sent to quell the rising were
several Scottish regiments. The Chaplains of
these regiments were mainly Presbyterian and
during their prolonged stay in Ireland they were
able to re-establish Presbyterianism. As the
majority of the Ulster Protestants were Presby-

terian, their ministry was gladly received and a
great religious revival took place. In four of the
Scottish regiments Kirk Sessions were formed and
the first regular Presbytery was held at Carrick-
fergus on 10th June, 1642, attended hy five
ministers and by the ruling elders from the regi-
mental Sessions. From the first Preshytery, as
many ministers as possible were sent out to various
congregations and to supplement them other
ministers were sent from Scotland.

By the end of 1643, the Ulster Church was fairly
established and by 1647, despite numerous set-
backs, there were upwards of 30 ordained ministers
in fixed charges in Ulster besides the Chaplains of
the Scottish regiments. During the next twenty
years progress was fairly well maintained for we
find that around 1660 the Church numbered five
Preshyteries, 80 congregations and 70 ministers.

As steel comes forth hardencd from the ordeal
of fire, so the faith of Ulster Preshyterians was to
be tempered by persecution. After the restoration
the Government determined to wipe out Presby-
terianism and the full effects of this drastic decision
were felt in Ireland. In 1661, the Lords Justices
forbade all “ unlawful assemblies,” and in this
they were pleased in include Presbyterian con-
oregations, Bishop Jeremy Taylor distinguished
himself by an excess of sadly misguided zeal. The
Oath of Supremacy in its inquitious form could
not be accepted by the Presbvterian nunisters
and so their parishes were declared vacant and
Episcopal clergy installed therein. Of the harsh
and unjust enactments associated with this period
we are all familiar; Presbyterian ministers were
forbidden to preach or administer the Sacraments
and the hills and the valleys became their hiding
place.

It was not until 1665 that Ormonde was able to
secure facilities for open worship and once again
the faithful were able to attend Divine Service
without restrietion. For several years following
this the Church grew and prospered, not alone in
TUlster but in the South and West of Ireland. In
1672 she received from Charles IT a yearly grant
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An Qutline of the History of Presbyterianism in Ireland —Continued

of £600, which was known as © regium donum,”’
being the gift of the King. Subsequently, under
Willlamy IIT the grant was restored and sub-
stantially increased.

The administration of James I was in no way
favourable to Trish Presbyterians for his relicious
sympathies were directly opposed. Accordingly,
they were among the first to petition the coming
of the Prince of Orange and to welcome him on
his arrival in England. The historic Slege of
Derry and its heroic defence is too well known to
need description here, but the Presbyterians of
Derry and of all Ulster will not soon forget the
glorious victory won by their forefathers on that
memorable occasion.

Less troublous for the Church was the period
that followed. The Preshyterian ranks had been
swelled by the addition of numerous Huguenots,
who had been forced by the Edict of Nantes to flee
their country in 1685. The Church had now about
100 congregations, 75 having settled ministers
under five Preshyteries.

During the reign of William I1I the Church had
begun to enjoy her first spell of comparative free-
dom from irksome restriction, hut this welcome
toleration ceased abruptly with the coming of
Queen Anne to the throne. The Test Act of 1704
resulted in a steady stream of emigrant Preshy-
terians to America and the Colonies, with the
consequent loss to Ireland of nunbers of her hest
citizens, It was not until the end of the 18th
century that relief was forthcoming with the repeal
of the repressive Act of 1704. Persecution since
has happily been absent from the records of the
Church, but that is not to say that any marked
signs of favour were extended to her. Indeed,
throughout the entire history of the Church it
may truthfully be said that at no time has she
enjoyed privileges but at best, her greatest uift
has been relief, however transient, from, persecution,

The Church in Treland has always been dis-
tinguished by a sturdy adherence to the old truths
of evangelical doctrine and Presbyterian polity.
But in common with other institutions, she has not
been free from internal controversy. The first
disturbance arose from the New Light Movement
which, beginning in 1705 as a revolt against creed
subscription, resulted in a certain laxity of doc-
trine.  The movement was not checked until
1750, when the arrival from Scotland of a number
of orthodox seceders turned the tide.

In the early half of the 19th century there arose
the Arian controversy, which waged intermittently
over a space of ten years. Tt is interesting to

recall that the momentous meeting of the General
Synod summoned in 18329, was held in the present
First Lurgan Church, the Rev. Mr. Hamilton
Dobbin (said to have been a relative of the famous
General Jackson of America) being minister at the
time. Here, too, Dr. Cooke and Dr. Montgomery
eventually met In forensic combat, which resulted
in a glorious and decisive victory for the champion
of orthodoxy. In 1840 there followed union
between the Secession Synod and. the Synod of
Ulster, and gradually the scattered cengregations
of the south and west were brought within the
common fold, until in 1854 there was one united
Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

The foundation of the Church’s greatness had
been well and truly laid, and from this time her
progress in every branch of Christian activity has
prospered, being blessed of (God, The Church
Court of 18369, which disestablished and disendowed
the Irish Episcopal Church, also deprived the
Presbyterian Church of the * regium donum.”
To counteract this the ministers of the Church
with commendable unanimity, decided to com-
wmute their life interests and form therewith a
central fund for the support of the Church. The
commemoration fund thus formed is a permanent
memorial of a generous and disinterested act on
the part of her ministry. The interest accruing
from it is added to the yearly sustentation contribu-
tions, and forms a central funds for ministerial
support now called the Sustentation Fund.

Of the influence of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland today we have ample evidence. National
education has always been regarded as of major
importance, and the efficient and imposing schools
erected under the Church’s aegis are a striking
testimony to her ever-present concern for the
welfare of the youth of our country. Most of
these schools are now transferred to State manage-
ment but were built and originally maintained
by the Church.

In social service, and particularly in the pressing
cause of Temperance, the Church is ever active
and seeks to add fresh laurels to her already
creditable records., While the spiritual significance
of the Presbyterian Church is such that wherever
men be gathered together, be it on their native
soil or in the far distant climes of other lands, her
teaching still serves to comfort and assist the
troubled soul in finding the path that leads to
Eternal Life.

EDMUND GLYNN.
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