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Dear friends, 

 

Like me, you’ve perhaps seen the 

television adver�sement of a                 

well-known confec�onary 

company showing a 

bicycle riding rabbit 

delivering chocolate eggs 

for children in the early 

dawn.   

 

The commercial apparently won an 

adver�sing award in New Zealand 

with the compe��on judge 

commen�ng… "The Cadbury ‘Easter 

Bunny’ ad truly captured our hearts 

this Easter, bringing to life this 

magical occasion that 

children and adults 

alike look forward to.”    

 

Seriously?  “Bringing to life this 

magical occasion”?   Someone’s lost 

a grip on reality.  Easter is fact, the 

bunny is imaginary! 

 

I learned about the 

award for the Cadbury’s 

adver�sement while 

looking up the origins of 

the Easter Bunny and as 

best I can tell the myth 

originated with Lutheran 

Chris�ans, of all people, 

in 16
th

 century Germany.   

It was German immigrants who 

brought it to America in the 18
th

 

century…. and from there, like most 

things American, it went global. 

 

Well, all this is very 

interes�ng but what’s it 

really got to do with 

Easter and the 

resurrec�on? Good 

ques�on.   

 

It seems to me that Easter sadly is 

going in the same direc�on as 

Christmas and soon it will be hard, 

for children especially, to separate 

the truth from fic�on.   

 

It’s not hard for me 

to imagine the 

thoughts of some 

reading this now..... 

“It’s only a bit of fun 

for goodness sake”.   

 

That may be so but can’t you see 

how in a technologically advanced 

western world which is also 

absorbed by supers��on and  

imagina�on; the Easter Bunny may 

become be7er known than Jesus 

just as Santa did before him, 

assuming of 

course that the 

Easter Bunny is 

male.  

EDITORIAL 
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Before I go off on a complete rant, 

what’s the point?  Simply this, whether 

the gi: of coloured hens eggs to 

children in 16
th

 century Germany was 

supposed to encourage them to be 

good in the approach to Easter 

or a treat to remind them of 

the empty tomb, the moral has 

been lost because the method 

has outgrown it and taken on a 

life of its own.   
 

This Easter don’t lose sight of 

the facts; Christ died, Christ 

has risen, Christ will come 

again!   
 

Founded on these truths the disciples 

willingly faced death and some were 

martyred for their faith.  On this 

founda�on the church grew and on 

this rests the future hope of every 

Chris�an.   
 

All of this Paul states very clearly in 

chapter 15 of his first le7er to the 

Chris�ans in the ancient city of 

Corinth.   
 

With devasta�ng logic he writes that if 

Jesus didn’t rise then we 

have no hope of new life and 

simply put, death wins.  

That’s a sorry situa�on which 

all the comfort ea�ng of 

chocolate eggs will never 

change.  

Robert Beggs 

9 April @ 11am   

Palm Sunday service 

 

12 April @ 7.45pm  

Reflec�ons on Holy Week with 

the Joint Choirs  

 

14 April @ 7.30pm  

Good Friday service with                   

Communion  

 

16 April @ 11am & 5.30pm  

Easter Day services 

 

4 June @ 11am   

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  

 

11 June @ 11am   

SHED service led by  

Mr. Ziso Moyo  

 

25 June @ 11am  

Family service followed by BBQ 

 

25 June @ 7pm  

Communion service  

SPECIAL  

SERVICES 
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Boys’ Brigade 

In this the third year of the resump�on of the work of the Boys'                

Brigade at McQuiston, we have much to praise God for.  In purely            

numerical terms our Company has grown to 14 Anchor Boys and 8 

Junior Sec�on regularly a7ending each Friday night.  That means we 

have grown by another 50% on last year.   
 

What has been par�cularly pleasing is that we now have a great mix of boys 

from both families with a connec�on to our Church and boys from around the 

area with no Church connec�on. 
 

We also praise God that our new helpers, Richard Hughes and 

Grace Price have both fi7ed in well to the Junior Sec�on and                       

Anchor Boys respec�vely and we look forward to Glenn Wasson's 

return from France.  
 

Praise God that the officers and helpers of our Company work well together 

and have established great rela�onships with the boys and their parents/

guardians.  Con�nue to pray for Brian, Grace and Glenn in the Anchor Boys and 

Robert, Stephen, Richard and myself in the Junior Sec�on. 
 

We are currently prac�sing hard for our Parent's and Friends Evening to 

be held on Friday, 7 April.  We intend to show our guests on the                    

evening something of what goes on every Friday night.   
 

Then on Saturday, 22 April our Anchor Boys will a7end the Anchor Boy Fun 

Day at the Folk and Transport Museum at Cultra. That will kick off our summer 

session when things relax a bit and we can let our hair down as a BB Company. 
 

Please con�nue to pray for the 19th Belfast Company as we seek to 

begin a new work in the Company Sec�on in September.  Pray for 

volunteers and for the boys who will join.    
 

Finally thanks must go to all the boys and their parents who are really faithful 

and dedicated; it is a privilege to be part of their lives.  
 

Jim Ross 

(Captain) 

ORGANISATIONAL NEWS 
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Transformers 

We started back to Transformers in September a:er having 

the summer off with 31 children recorded on our registra�on 

book which is great. Our first theme  of the year was the 

“Armour of God”. 

 

Each week we listen to a story, use worksheets and have great 

fun doing arts and cra:s. We chose a piece of “Armour” to look 

at each week. We also play games, sing and finish the night with 

snacks and prayer. 

 

On our last night before we stopped for Christmas we listened to the story 

of the birth of Jesus and why we really celebrate Christmas. 

 

We had our party, always a great hit with the children and 

for the third year we sang carols by the Christmas tree in 

the church which the children really enjoyed. 

 

In January we started looking at the “Life of Jesus”, going through each 

event learning more about Him and His teachings. 

 

At Easter we will hear how and why Jesus died and how He 

rose again three days later. 

 

The parents of the children play a very important role in sending their                   

children to us each week and we are privileged to be able to tell them of the 

love of Jesus and what He has done for us.  

 

If you know of any children of primary school age please 

bring them along on a Thursday evening at 6.45pm and they 

will be made very welcome. 

 

Could we ask please for con�nued prayer for the children, their parents, 

leaders and helpers.   

 

Heather Sergeant  

 



6  

 

Seniors Members’ 

C S Lewis said that we are “…never too old to set a new goal or 

dream a new dream” and that’s a challenge for all of us, no 

ma7er what age we are!   

 

Spring is a great �me for hatching new plans as well as wee chicks!  So 

here’s a sugges�on for a ‘new goal’ you might like to consider…. 

 

Come and join us every Tuesday at 2pm for friendship, a song 

or two, banter, tea and buns - and plenty of food for thought!  

 

We’ve our special Easter Communion on Tuesday, 4 April with the Rev               

Robert Beggs, then an Easter break on 11
 
April and then we are back in                

ac�on on 18 April.  We’d love to have your company – and your help. 

 

In February, the Presbyterian Church’s Prayer Handbook               

noted; “Life for the elderly can be challenging, with ill health 

and increasing isola$on being two major problems.  In a                

caring fellowship, there is the opportunity to bring comfort 

and support for those in later life and also to be blessed by 

their contribu$on to the fellowship.” 

 

The Senior Members’ gives fantas�c support to the older 

members of the congrega�on and beyond.  It’s a success                 

because of the faithfulness of the members who turn up every 

week as well as the wonderful helpers who make tea, drive, 

organise and plan.   

 

However, if we’re to con�nue to show ourselves to be a ‘caring 

fellowship’ par�cularly to those who are increasingly isolated, 

we need more help – especially with transport.  That’s our 

‘dream’ – could it be your ‘new goal’?! 

 

Leta Halliday 
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Ladies Fellowship 

We are coming to the end of another enjoyable session 

with highlights including some of the ladies bringing their 

wedding dresses and photos whilst others brought ‘happy 

memory’ items.  We also held our annual Carol Service with 

the SHED and our Fish and Chip evening. 

 

It is hard to believe that our Office Bearers have completed their 3 years of 

service and we look forward to star�ng in September with a new commi7ee.   

 

Ladies, if you haven’t joined us before why don’t you come and 

join us?  We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm 

star�ng in September.  

 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the PW Gi: Day when an amount of 

£952 was raised. We will make this up to £1000 and forward it on to PCI. 

 

Sheila  McAllister 

 

SHED 

SHED started the new year with a movie night in January when 

we got together as a group of men to watch the film “Noah”.  In 

February Drew Moore from the SOS Bus NI visited us and told us 

of the great work that the service provides in our city during the 

weekends. 

 

March saw us travel to The Ulster Avia�on Society, located at 

The Maze, to visit their great collec�on of various aircra: and 

helicopters.  Our program con�nues with our annual SHED                     

service on Sunday 11 June and are pleased that Mr. Ziso Moyo 

from Oasis Village will be our speaker. 

 

We will then hold our annual family BBQ on 25 June, when 

once again we hope that as many as possible from the               

congrega�on can join us for some food and fellowship.                                                                       
 

Tim Graham  
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE - 

 TO BRING GLORY TO GOD! 

 

As I was having a walk one  day               

early last Autumn 

I passed a garden that caught my 

a7en�on.  The garden 

was mostly paved but, in 

the centre, was a pot            

containing a beau�ful 

sunflower.   

 

The glorious golden coloured petals 

of the one flower (standing straight 

& stately) captured my interest.  As 

the sun hit the flower, it 

shone brightly and I 

found myself stopping 

to admire the beauty of 

this wonderful crea�on.  

            

A few days later, as I walked the 

same route, my a7en�on was                   

directed again to the garden in 

ques�on.  My heart sank!  The                     

majes�c sunflower was                                       

transformed.   

 

The once erect flower now 

looked as if it were dying – 

its lovely head of petals 

bent over almost to the 

ground, and its leaves 

withering.   

 

 

I could hardly believe the 

change that had                        

occurred so quickly!              

Indeed I felt very sad, 

suddenly realising how 

much the simple sunflower, in its 

glory, had impacted me with its 

beauty. 

 

I realised that, in the intervening 

few days from first admiring the 

flower, neglect had occurred.   

 

Probably the sunflower 

had not been watered or 

it had not been fed.  The 

householder could have been away 

from home on holiday, unwell, or 

busy with ac�vi�es or commitments    

that resulted in care of the plant 

becoming less important than the 

other ma7ers.   

 

How similar our own lives are to the 

life of the sunflower described 

above! We are given the amazing 

gi: of life each day by God, with the 

responsibility of nurturing that life 

physically, mentally and spiritually.   

 

It is so easy to                  

neglect the                     

essen�al care of 

each of these             

aspects of life.   
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This may result from the busyness of 

all that goes on in our individual lives 

- whether from home, family, work, 

health issues, commitments,                                     

responsibili�es, unexpected                  

problems or worries,   

maybe even from              

social pleasures or 

the quest to acquire 

‘things’. 

 

For a healthy lifestyle it is important 

to build in an adequate balanced 

amount of rest, exercise, care with 

our rela�onships and in our daily 

spiritual walk with the Lord 

(through prayer, Bible study 

and service).  If any aspect is 

neglected change does occur. 

                                                                                                                                               

God’s wish is for each of 

us to have ‘fullness of life’ 

both now and eternally.  

To achieve this, Jesus told 

us that He is ‘the way, the 

truth and the life’. (John 

14 v.6)   

 

We remember His love 

for us, greater than any 

human love, in His 

death   and                                  

resurrec�on, which we 

celebrate once again 

this Easter �me. 

 

To return to the sunflower; how                 

delighted I was, on a further                     

occasion, to find the flower had                    

recovered its life and beauty.   
 

Likewise, Jesus offers all of us His                       

forgiveness and renewal when we           

return to following His way of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Each one of us has the tremendous 

privilege to be part of God’s                      

wonderful crea�on, to be so loved by 

Him, and to have a unique role in His 

plan and           purpose in this world 

at this �me in history. 
 

Unconsciously our lives 

reflect our rela�onship 

with Jesus.  We should 

want to shine and                  

impact other folk 

around us (as the                  

sunflower did to me).  
 

Philippians 2 v.15 encourages us to 

‘shine like stars in the universe as we 

share this word of life’.  Let us,                     

therefore, count our blessings, be 

joyous and bring glory to God in our 

living day by day.    
       

P.S. Don’t forget...  water 

the garden plants... and  

pray daily!!                           
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When �mes are tough, we look for solid, unchangeable things to 

base our lives on – the love of those closest to us, good friends, 

work which sa�sfies and fulfils us.  The Chris�an faith is based 

around the death and resurrec�on of Jesus.   
 

Easter is the �me of the year when the church marks these two                     

pivotal events in world history.  Chris�ans believe there is rock  solid, 

reliable evidence for both these amazing events, demonstrated              

daily in the lives of millions of people worldwide. 
 

We’d love YOU to join us this Easter to find out more about 

Jesus who has risen from the dead and lives today!                              

Everything changes because Jesus lives.  Details of our                  

Easter services can be found on Page 3. 

EASTER SERVICES 

McQuiston Storehouse 

 The food trolley con�nues to be a regular source of supply to those 

who are experiencing difficulty in feeding their families.  It is being 

used more by people who come to our organisa�ons during the week 

and this shows that it is helping in the local community as there                   

appears to be an increase in the demand.  

 

Thanks go to everyone in our congrega�on who regulatory support this 

ministry by either supplying food or financial dona�ons. 

Alan Bousfield 

 

Presbyterian Children’s Society 

Grateful thanks to the members of the congrega�on for your 

dona�ons. Your generous and con�nued support is greatly 

appreciated.   This year our total was £518.03, made up by:- 

 

     Congrega�onal dona�ons                      345.00 

     The McCartney Cochrane Bequest       173.03                          

     Total                                                        £ 518.03 
 

Sheila McAllister 
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An Easter Chick 

 

“What a lovely world,”  

said the baby chick, 

“I’ve stepped from my egg to see!” 

 

“What a lovely chick!”  

said the happy world, 

“The spring has brought me.” 

 

The children said,  

“God sent her to us,” 

And fed her joyfully. 

 

Thirza Wakley 

Song 

 

There was a Knight of Bethlehem 

Whose wealth was tears and sorrows; 
 

His men-at-arms were li7le lambs, 

His trumpeters were sparrows; 
 

His castle was a wooden cross, 

Whereon He hung so high; 
 

His helmet was a crown of thorns 

Whose crest did touch the sky. 
 

Henry Neville Maughan 

Back in the 1880's Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, a German philosopher who  

declared that "God is dead," and before the turn of the Twen�eth Century, 

George Bernard Shaw and H G Wells chimed in saying the 20th Century would 

mark the end of the world's "religious phase."  
 

Yet, today a church now meets in Russia's Museum of                        

Religion and Atheism-the former centre of atheism. Nearly 

half of the United States' popula�on a7end worship on a                 

regular basis while revival is sweeping through La�n America 

and Chris�anity grows behind China's iron curtain.   
 

Nietzsche, Shaw and Wells have long since decayed in their graves yet God 

con�nues to live!  That's the message of Easter. He is risen. He is risen, indeed!  

Muhammad died, and was buried.  His faithful followers take pilgrimages to 

visit his remains, the same is true of Buddha and other religious leaders.   

 

But it is not true of Jesus.  You cannot visit His remains, you can 

only visit His empty grave, because He isn't there.  He Arose! 

That's why we celebrate Easter!  

EASTER REFLECTIONS 
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 To document the life of our congrega�on over the past 125 years, a                

Document Archive is now available on our website, www.mcquistonpc.org.  

There you can find many historical documents, order of services and other 

materials  da�ng back to 1902!  Below is an excerpt from ‘McQuiston 1892 - 

1982’ (pictured) giving a brief overview of our first days together as a               

congrega�on, and the en�re document can be viewed online. 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS 

The story of McQuiston Memorial congrega$on begins away back in the year 1892.  

At that $me the district of Willowfield was growing rapidly.  Green fields were being 

converted into streets and houses, for many people had started migra$ng from the 

quiet hamlets of the surrounding coun$es into the city hoping to improve the                                  

prospects and future hopes of their respec$ve families. 

 

A duty, therefore, devolved upon the Church Extension Commi9ee of the Belfast 

Presbytery to make provision for the growing spiritual needs of the district.  These 

new hopeful home-makers needed to be catered for, welcomed and kept in touch 

with the Church of their fathers.  Hence the founding of Willowfield Presbyterian 

Church, later to be known as the W. J. McQuiston Memorial. 

 

The building in which McQuiston Memorial started was known as the Iron Church.  

The opening services were held on Sunday, 24 April 1892 and were conducted by the 

Rev. H M Williamson D.D. in the morning and the Rev. William Park M.A. in the        

evening. 

 

At these opening services the Rev. T R Ballan$ne B.A. then a 

licen$ate of the Belfast Presbytery, was introduced and en-

trusted with the task of gathering and forming a congrega-

$on.  Mr. Ballan$ne commenced his ministry the following 

Sunday.  He soon gathered around him a band of dedicated 

workers who supported him in every venture of faith and a 

beginning of great promise was ini$ated.  Mr. Ballan$ne was 

a Co. Down man.  Born in 1864 at Ballynahinch.  Later he 

came to live with his family in Belfast.  He graduated in the 

old University of Ireland and his theological training was at 

Assembly’s College…. (con$nued online) 
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2017 sees our congrega�on celebrate its 

125
th

 anniversary – what a milestone!   

 

To mark this occasion we have planned a 

number of special events and services as 

detailed below: 

 

Sunday morning services 30 April – 18 June  

Various guest Ministers and speakers will speak on                   

An Age of Opportunity focusing on Mission here on the 

Castlereagh Road, in Belfast and overseas.  Our first                 

service, on 30 April, coincides with the opening ministry 

of the Rev Ballan�ne back in 1892. 

 

Saturday 2 September  

Local Community Street Party. 

 

Friday 20 October  

Communion service followed by family meal. 

 

Saturday 21 October  

Music @ McQuiston. 

 

Sunday 22 October  

Service of celebra�on at 11am led by Rev Noble McNeely,  

Moderator of the PCI. 

 

Sunday 22 October  

Praise Service at 7.00pm led by Praise Group. 

 

We’d love to see you at all these events. 

125
th

 ANNIVERSARY 
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Many thanks to all  

members of our congrega�on 

who  contribute to the  

church flowers.   

 

FLOWERS 

November 

Eileen Francis 

Joan Gardner  

Ann Anderson 

 

December 

Ann Anderson 

Maureen Connolly 

Lina Graham 

Joan Woo7on 

 

January 

Eileen Wa7 

Margery Beggs 

Claire Fisher 

Ladies Fellowship 

“On profession  

of faith ” 

NEW COMMUNICANT  

MEMBERS 

Mrs. Veronica Cockcro:    

12 Ellis Court 

 

Mr. Richard Murray    

39 Orangefield Crescent 

 

Mr. Roy Noble   

66 Ladas Drive 

 

Mr. John Su7on    

11 Loopland Drive 

 

Mr. Ronnie White    

9 Ballyharry Heights,  

Newtownards 
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10 January     

Mrs Annie Barr  

Scrabo Isles Nursing Home 

 

15 February       

Ms Elizabeth Tro7er  

3 Houston Park 

 

19 March      

Mr Ian Gordon 

30 Lenaghan Park 

AT REST 

“I am the Resurrec-on  

and the Life” 

 

 
 

“Be not forge.ul  

to entertain strangers” 
 

 

 

May 

Lawrence Gardner, Lynn Gardner, 

David Boyd, Jeane7e Boyd 

Convenor: Heather Sergeant  

      

June 

Joan Woo7on, Eileen Kelso,                        

Mildred Kerr, Roberta Gibson 

Convenor:  Sheila McAllister  

            

July 

Anna Johnston, Heather Dickson, 

Helen Gilmore, Hilary Hawthorne 

Convenor:   

       

August 

Ann Anderson, Heather Sergeant, 

Richard Hughes 

Convenor:  Lorraine Hughes  

VESTIBULE  OFFICIALS 

“Be not forge.ul  

to entertain strangers” 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

Richard Murray 

39 Orangefield Crescent 

 

Roy Noble 

66 Ladas Drive 

 

Mr & Mrs Colin Kirk 

252 Castlereagh Road 
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DIRECTORY 

Mr John Shivers 

Clerk of Session / Pulse Editor 

11 Lead Hill Park 

Belfast  

BT6 9RW 
 

Phone: 028 9079 1246 

Email: jcshivers@virginmedia.com 

McQuiston Presbyterian Church 

83 Castlereagh Road BT5 5FE 

Phone: 028 9045 8155 
 

Web: www.mcquistonpc.org             

Email: churchoffice@mcquistonpc.org 

        mcquistonpc             mcquistonpc 
 

Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (NIC104506)  

Mr Alan Marsh 

Assistant Minister 

20 Lord Warden’s Glade 

Bangor 

BT19 1GW 
 

 Phone: 028 9107 1951 

Email: alanmarshni@gmail.com  

Rev Robert Beggs 

Minister 

52 Kings Road 

Belfast BT5 6JL 
 

 Phone: 028 9065 0526 

Email: robertjbeggs@hotmail.com 


