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As I write this it is mid 

November and the 

an�cipa�on of Christmas is 

building.  

 

The childhood excitement about 

the fes�ve season that was once 

gone is now beginning to return to 

our house, as the children start to 

understand something of the joy 

that Christmas can bring.  Like most 

people we have already started our 

Christmas shopping. 

 

Last week Leeann and I 

found ourselves up at 

6.45am on the internet 

wai�ng on a “lightning 

deal” for the toy Eliza 

has asked for this year.   

 

If you ever do any internet 

shopping  you might be familiar 

with this idea on amazon.co.uk.  A 

limited stock of a special item, at a 

special price for a very short �me 

and then it returns to the original 

price. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All this made me think of an 

important truth that we some�mes 

miss in the running about, tying 

ourselves in knots, shopping for the 

must have gi�.   

 

It reminded me of 

the gi� of grace 

that we celebrate 

at Christmas, the 

gi� offered to us 

through Jesus Christ.  

 

Time is short. Just like those 

internet deals this is a gi� with a 

�me limit.  We are not eternal, at 

some point our days on this earth 

will come to an end.  

 

One day Christ will 

come again in glory 

and then it will be too 

late to accept His offer.  

We don’t know the 

hour of either of these 

events, so the ques�on 

has to be asked… 

 

Why wait?  Grab this gi� of eternal, 

abundant life while there is s�ll 

�me and know the true joy and 

assurance this Christmas of 

knowing Jesus and following Him. 

 

Happy Christmas to all…. 

 

Gareth Simpson 

 

EDITORIAL 
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Christmas Coffee Morning 

A Christmas coffee morning 

and sale will be held on             

Saturday, 13 December at 

10am in the halls.   

 

Please plan to join with us for a               

morning of craic and the opportunity 

to buy a Christmas gi� or two. 
 

Roberta Graham 
 

Community Carol Service 

We are looking forward to holding our 

first Community Carol Service on 

Wednesday 17 December at 6.30pm.   
 

A warm invita�on is extended to both 

members of the church and the                      

community to join with us to sing       

carols and hear again those familiar 

Bible verses which point us to                      

Christmas.   
 

We will also be led in song 

by the choirs of Elmgrove                    

Primary and Newtownbreda 

High schools.  A brief                      

epilogue will be conducted by the                  

Rev. Sco' Woodburn (Edengrove                       

Presbyterian, Ballynahinch). 

Refreshments will also be served. 
 

Please put this date in your diary and 

plan to a'end. 

John Shivers 

 

 

 

17 December @ 6.30pm 

Community Carol Service 

 

21 December @ 11am 

Family Service 

 

21 December @ 7pm 

Carols by candlelight 

 

25 December @ 10am 

Christmas morning service 

 

28 December @ 11am 

Morning worship 

 

28 December @ 5.30pm 

Evening worship -  

Fellowship, prayer and praise 

 

4 January @ 11am 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

18 January @ 11am 

Ladies Fellowship service                           

with Harry Moreland 

 

22 February @ 11am 

Guide Thinking Day 

 

1 March @ 11am 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

SPECIAL SERVICES 

& EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS                             

EVENTS 
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Praise Group 

The Praise Group were delighted to be asked by Mark to                  

par�cipate at this year’s Music @ McQuiston.  We sang a 

few well known contemporary praise pieces (“10,000                 

Reasons”, “Cornerstone”, and “Psalm 139”) and also                      

successfully sang “Bridge over troubled water” in four part 

harmony.    
 

A big thanks go to both Mark for his pa�ence in teaching us and also the 

members of the Praise Group for pu/ng their �me and lots of effort into                   

learning this.  
 

Over the past few months we have been con�nuing to                 

prac�ce new songs for introduc�on into corporate worship, 

some of which were “New Doxology” and “I have a                       

shelter”.  We have now started prepara�ons for Carols by 

Candlelight which we hope you can join us for on Sunday 21 

December. 
 

It is very encouraging to see the Praise Group grow in number and in                 

Fellowship.  If you are interested in joining us do come and see me. We 

meet every Sunday a�er morning worship for 30 minutes.  
 

Phil Kemps 
 

Ladies Fellowship 

Our Ladies Fellowship, which is part of Presbyterian Woman, 

meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the D.D. 

Boyle and is open to all ladies whatever your age.    
 

We have a varied programme for the year including the visit of our local 

Tesco Community Champion, a jewellery demonstra�on and we hope to 

have a talk on human trafficking.   
 

Why don’t you come along and join our friendly bunch of ladies 

where you will be given a warm welcome? 
 

Sheila McAllister  

ORGANISATIONAL NEWS 
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Brownies 

Brownies have had an exci�ng yet challenging opening to the new 

term.  We discussed all aspects of bullying and how to beat the                      

bullies, the challenges of disabled sport, held sports nights, cook and 

cra�s nights and an evening of science inves�ga�on.   
 

We enjoyed a visit to Aunt Sandra’s Candy Factory and sampled their                       

delicious products.   A sleep-over was also held in November to raise money for 

the church Building Fund and Disability Sport NI.  
 

We welcomed back two former Brownies, Sammy Jo and Roma, who are                           

volunteering in the Pack for their Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

respec�vely. 

 

Many thanks to all those who have helped us throughout the year.  

Please remember our Brownie Pack in your thoughts and                 

prayers over this Fes�ve season.  May the love of God bless you 

and surround you this Christmas. 
 

Angela Shivers 

Brownie Guider 
 

Bible Class  

This year in Bible class we are going on a tour through the Bible. 

Each week we have been looking at a different book to see how the 

Bible fits together and shows us God’s plan for us.  
 

So far, we have reached 1 and 2 Samuel, which is not bad going, and have 

talked about many interes�ng ques�ons along the way.  Ken and I really enjoy                  

looking at the Bible with the young people of our congrega�on and learning 

something new as well.  
 

We do appreciate that the teenage life is a busy one, but it 

would be lovely to see our “regulars” out with us even more 

regularly. As you know, the chat is always lively and the ke'le is 

always on. It would also be brilliant to see some new faces.                     

Anyone in school years 7 to 10 would be very welcome to join 

us in the Youth Room during the service on Sunday mornings. 
 

Ken Galbraith & Judith Connolly 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN ORPHAN  

AND CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

It’s that �me of the year again 

when we ask members of the             

congrega�on to contribute to the 

Society and help young lives                

flourish.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Society helped 400 families 

including 740 children in 2014.  The 

average annual cost of helping a 

family with two children is around 

£1300. 

 

Please consider making a 

dona�on this year and 

give it to either Sheila 

McAllister or your Elder. 

 

Sheila McAllister 

GREAT CELEBRATIONS 

We are pleased to record that there were great                              

celebra�ons in November as Mrs. Joyce Heathwood               

celebrated her 100
th

 birthday.   

 

She was thrilled to receive a visit from the former                   

Moderator, Rt Rev. Dr. Ivan Pa'erson and the Rev. Beggs 

who brought gree�ngs from the church and of course a 

lovely bouquet of flowers. 

OPERATION                             

CHRISTMAS CHILD 

A massive thank you to all               

members of the congrega�on who 

contributed in any way to this 

year’s Christmas Shoe-box Appeal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 140 shoe-boxes were filled 

and will bring hours of great delight 

to the children of Serbia, where our 

boxes are going this year.   

 

Given the difficult 

financial �mes 

which we live in this 

was a fantas�c 

effort. 

 

Roberta Graham 
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Our storehouse is con�nuing to meet a need in our community 

and as we are coming into the Christmas season it would be 

appreciated if we could provide some Christmas Fayre for the 

trolley. 

 

Items such as small packets of biscuits, sweets and small cakes would be 

great, tea and coffee are also in short supply.  

 

Many thanks to all who have supported this ministry during 

the past year either by dona�ng food or money to this cause.  

The families who receive the food are very grateful as they 

try to balance their budget in these hard �mes. 

 

Alan Bousfield 

MCQUISTON STOREHOUSE 

CAP have recently organised a Money Coach course 

in Northern Ireland and I am pleased to announce 

that we have three new Money Coaches in our                

congrega�on.  

 

This means that we can run our own budge�ng courses any�me                     

throughout the year. With the help of a coach from Willowfield Parish 

Church we have just completed a Budget Course at the end of November. 

There were seven clients on the course (including some from the local 

community) who found it very beneficial in managing their finances.  

 

If anyone feels they could benefit from these courses please 

contact me and I can organise a �me to suit you.     

 

Alan Bousfield 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY 
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PREPARATION... REWARD 

 

In August this year I 

had the pleasure and                   

privilege of a'ending a                      

wonderful wedding at 

Drumtochty Castle in Scotland.  

 

The prepara�ons made by the bride 

and groom and their parents, over a 

period of months prior to the                 

wedding, and the warm welcome 

and a'en�on given to each guest on 

arrival and during their 

stay, ensured that a 

memorable and                               

enjoyable �me was 

had by all at the                     

celebra�on. 

 

However, there was one unique              

aspect of the wedding that struck 

me as having the poten�al to put a 

dampener on the occasion -                          

especially for the almost two-thirds 

of young guests who a'ended the 

wedding.   

 

 

 

 

 

At a certain point on the 

hour’s coach journey 

from Aberdeen Airport 

to the Castle all                        

recep�on was lost on 

mobile phones, smart phones and 

similar technology. In addi�on, at 

Drumtochty Castle, there was no        

Wi-Fi.   

 

Thinking of the almost constant use 

of social media today, can you                 

imagine the huge vacuum that could 

have resulted in the lives of many 

guests from arrival on Friday to the 

following Sunday                

evening?  The withdrawal 

symptoms could have had 

many repercussions! 

 

Despite this technology gap, it was 

interes�ng to note that, whether at 

meal �mes, or through all the                         

ac�vi�es of the weekend, there 

were no mobile phones or tablets on 

view.  

 

 

 

 

 

At the wedding  ceremony itself 

there was no need to remind 

guests to turn off their electronic 

devices! 

GIFTS 
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Due to the                   

prepara�ons made for 

a full, varied and                   

enjoyable programme 

during the weekend, the poten�al for                        

annoyance and unhappiness was                     

completely averted.   

 

In fact this lack of technology resulted 

in the 150 guests (from near and far), 

mingling, talking, sharing and                        

par�cipa�ng together fully and                 

happily without distrac�on over the 

three day celebra�on. 

 

At this Christmas season, 

can we (as members of 

the McQuiston family) 

give similar                             

considered thought to 

the prepara�ons we need to make for 

the  celebra�on, in a few weeks’ 

�me, of the very important event, the 

birth of Jesus, that took place over 

2,000 years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the busy hustle and bustle that is 

usually the December experience for 

most folk, let us priori�se what the 

true meaning of the celebra�on 

should be.  

 

This will necessitate              

se/ng aside �me to be 

s�ll and reflect on the 

special birth of our                    

Saviour, Jesus; to                           

reconsider what His life and death 

means and requires of us, at both                   

individual and societal levels.   

 

If we cannot find �me, away from the 

constant demands, to be His                  

presence individually, and sharing as 

a corporate body of believers, we 

lose out on the true                                 

significance of Christmas.  

 

Certainly we can enjoy the colour, 

excitement and ac�vi�es available at 

this �me of the year, but by having 

our focus on Him, who is the reason 

for the season, we are also assured of 

the joy and peace that are unique. 

 

As the wedding at Drumtochty Castle 

was, for me, a memorable and most 

enjoyable celebra�on, may this                   

Advent Season be likewise for each of 

us.  May we make �me to prepare in 

the Spirit of Jesus to honour God and 

our neighbour at home and overseas. 

 

What an opportunity! 

What a privilege! 

Happy Christmas! 

  

Anna Johnston 
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World Development Appeal 2014 

The World Development Appeal has been in existence since 

July 1980, and gives church members the opportunity to                

respond to the needs of the poorest and most marginalised of 

the world's popula�on. We work in long term partnership with 

the poor, changing lives and  communi�es for the be'er. 

 

• World Development not only aims to raise money but also to raise                        

awareness. 

 

• World Development supports the con�nuing campaign to cancel the 

debt of poor countries. 

 

• World Development supports the Trade and Jus�ce Movement which is                     

working for fairer world trade rules. 

 

  

 'Building Hope!' 

 

 World Development  

 Appeal 2014 

 

 

This year’s Appeal will highlight the ongoing work of housing and sustainable 

development being undertaken by our partners in communi�es recovering 

from major trauma.   

 

By building resilience and new models 

of working  together, as well as new                      

infrastructure, our Chris�an Aid and  

Tearfund partners are helping to create 

new communi�es of hope where they                                            

are most needed. 
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The projects being highlighted this year are in primarily Hai�, with a                                

secondary focus on Burma/Myanmar.  

 

In Hai�, we are partnering with MISSEH (Mission Sociale des 

Églises Hai�ennes) and GARR (Groupe d’Appui aux Réfugiés et 

Rapatriés), who are developing new models for sustainable                    

village communi�es.  

 

12 January 2010 was a day that started  like any other, but for the people of 

Hai�, it was a day that would turn to shock, trauma and grief, as a                                  

magnitude 7.0  earthquake devastated their world.  Today Hai�ans have              

another story to tell.   

 

Theirs is not only a story of destruc�on and loss, but a                  

story of resilience, courage and hope.  The story of how 

hope is rebuilt from the ground up. They are being                

assisted with exper�se and resources through churches 

and local advocacy groups who are partners with Chris�an 

Aid and Tearfund and supported by World Development. 

 

The 2014 Appeal will also support the 7-Up Disability Project 

of the Leprosy Mission in Burma/Myanmar, where the 

changed poli�cal climate is enabling communi�es to                          

advocate more effec�vely for the rights and dignity of people 

with disabili�es. 

 

On Sunday 14 December each member of the congrega�on will 

be given a World Development envelope which can be returned 

on either Sunday 21 or 28 December.  Please give generously to 

this year's World Development Appeal: ‘Building Hope’. 

 

In suppor	ng this appeal, together, we can make a real difference to                            

peoples' lives! May our own lives, as well as the lives of our partners, be 

shaped for good by our giving. 

 

Joan Gardner 
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  Elizabeth Tillie Gilmore 

 

The following tribute was read by Mr J C Shivers, Clerk of Session on                    

Tuesday, 23 September at the mee	ng of the Kirk Session. 

 

It is with great sadness that I advise the Kirk Session of the death of one 

of our Elders, Mrs Elizabeth Tillie Gilmore who passed away peacefully on 

Wednesday, 27 August.  She was 68 years old. 

 

Tillie was the third child of the McIver family with two brothers Billy and 

Ivan and two sisters Agnes and Lily.  She was bap�sed in the                                

congrega�on.   

 

Her early life was spent around the Beersbridge Road where she                   

a'ended Elmgrove Primary before transferring to Ashfield Girls High 

School.  She le� school at 16 years and entered the world of work with               

R J Groves, wholesale chemists in Great Victoria Street. 

 

She met the man of her dreams, Henry (Harry) Gilmore who only lived a 

short distance away in East Bread Street and they were married by the 

Rev H McConnell in McQuiston on 13 August 1966.  Their first home was 

in Kensington Avenue before moving back to the Beersbridge Road, next 

door to her parents’ home. 

 

Within a few years their marriage was blessed with the birth of three                   

daughters, Irene, Amanda and Tanya.  The girls were also all bap�sed in                                     

McQuiston and a'ended the various youth organisa�ons. 

 

Tillie returned to work a�er the girls were of an age and worked for 16 

years in the Belfast Co-op re�ring in 2005. 

 

 

OBITUARY 
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The family was always closely knit and would holiday in Donegal, at a                 

caravan in Kesh and o�en abroad.  Tillie loved to read, the Peoples Friend 

and Mills and Boon were always close by; she also loved to cook,                        

par�cularly baking and of course kni/ng.  It was no surprise then that she 

used many of those talents within the congrega�on. 

 

Tillie always kept herself busy with many interests outside the church                    

including the Co-op Guild and a'ending various military commenda�on 

events where she met Prince Andrew on a number of occasions.   

 

Within the congrega�on she was a �reless worker – she taught in the 

Sunday school, organised Mums and Toddlers, arranged the distribu�on 

of flowers following the worship services, collected for the Orphan                      

Society, a'ended the Friendship Circle/Ladies Fellowship and was a                       

member of the Praise Group.   

 

In 1987 she was elected to the Congrega�onal Commi'ee and served on 

the Func�ons Commi'ee and the Peace and Peace-making Ac�on Team. 

 

In January 2005 Tillie experienced bereavement when she lost Harry                    

but she con�nued to work within the congrega�on and just a few months 

later on 6 March 2005 Tillie was ordained to the Eldership.  She faithfully 

a'ended the mee�ngs of Kirk Session and supported the members in her 

District over the next nine years. 

 

We convey our sympathy to her brothers Billy and Ivan, sister Lily and 

their families, daughters Irene, Amanda and Tanya, their husbands 

Sco/e, Daron and Tony, the grandchildren Poppy, Ruby, Harry and                      

Arianna, thanking God for the life of Tillie who knew the joy of the                        

Saviour’s love and who served her Lord with faithfulness. 

 

As is our custom I would ask you to rise for a moment’s silent tribute to a 

beloved Elder who has completed her course and has entered into the joy 

of the Lord.  
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FLOWERS 

Many thanks to members of our                            

congrega�on who contributed to the church 

flower fund, also for all gi�s donated                       

for the harvest. 

August 

Mrs Dorothy Bea/e  

Mrs Clare Fisher  

Mrs Elizabeth Niblock  

 

September 

Mrs Marie Davidson    

Mrs Joan Woo'on 

Mrs Ellie Colhoun 

Mr John Gordon 

Mrs Mollie Hamill 

Mrs Nessie Buchanan 

Mrs Amanda Sweetlove 

Mrs Margaret Warke 

Mrs Lily McNerlan 

Mrs Margaret Bartholomew 

Mrs Lynn Gardner 

Mrs Sadie Ferguson 

Mrs Ruby Humphries 

Mrs Jean Ewing 

Miss Margaret Millar 

 

October 

Mrs Clare Fisher  

Mrs Agnes Crowe  

Mums and Toddlers  

Mrs Roberta Graham  

Mrs Mildred Kerr  

Mrs Angela Shivers  

Free Will Offering 

Please note that if you wish your Free Will Offering or giving 

to other funds to be credited to 2014 these must be received 

no later than morning worship on Sunday 28 December 2014. 

Any monies received a�er this will be credited to 2015. 

 

Organisa�onal Accounts 

Please note that all Organisa�onal Accounts should be                      

audited and returned to myself no later than Sunday 25                

January 2015. 
 

Tim Graham 
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27 August 

Mrs Tillie Gilmore 

14 Carolhill Drive 

 

Mr Archie McClure 

69 Gibony House 

 

7 October 

Mrs Magaret McGall,  

Silverbirch Lodge, SainIield 

 

3 November     

Mrs He'y Davidson   

103 Orby Road 

 

13 November      

Mrs Mary Bella (Molly) McCormick 

57 Millar Street 

AT REST 

“I am the Resurrecon  

and the Life” 

January 

Donald Connolly, John Shivers, 

Jim Hunter, Jean Hunter 

Convenor:  Joan Gardner  

       

February 

Angela Shivers, Florrie Smyth, 

Raymond Wray, Linda Wray 

Convenor:  Alan Bousfield    

 

March 

Richard Hughes, Lorraine Hughes, 

Agnes Somerville 

Convenor:  Joan Gardner  

            

April 

Wilfie Pa'erson,  

Muriel Pa'erson 

Convenor:  Ken Galbraith  

VESTIBULE  OFFICIALS 

“Be not forge�ul  

to entertain strangers” 
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McQuiston Presbyterian Church 

83 Castlereagh Road BT5 5FE 

Phone: 028 9045 8155 
 

Web: www.mcquistonpc.org             

Email: churchoffice@mcquistonpc.org 

Facebook: McQuiston Presbyterian Church 

DIRECTORY 

Mr John Shivers 

Clerk of Session / Pulse Editor 

11 Lead Hill Park 

Belfast  

BT6 9RW 
 

Phone: 028 9079 1246 

Email: jcshivers@virginmedia.com 

Mr Gareth Simpson 

Assistant Minister 

c/o McQuiston Presbyterian Church 

83 Castlereagh Road BT5 5FE 
 

 Phone: 07429430411 

Email: garth.simpson@sky.com 

Rev Robert Beggs 

Minister 

52 Kings Road 

Belfast BT5 6JL 
 

 Phone: 028 9065 0526 

Email: robertjbeggs@hotmail.com 


